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Presidents Report

Museum Report

– Helen, who will be doing Wednesdays and Gayle 
who will be coming in Fridays.  

Naturally, we are always needing volunteers, if 
you or someone you know is interested contact us 
at the museum or phone 02 6562 7572. 

You will notice we have changed our Newsletter 
masthead from the previous one following the 
close of Centenary of Anzac commemoration.  The 
new masthead is from a photograph of the opening 
of the first Kempsey traffic bridge on Friday 5 
April 1900, from the Pat Riggs collection.  

Phil Lee
19 August 2019

A letter was received from Durri Aboriginal 
Medical Corporation expressing their appreciation 
for help with staffing the Dunghutti-Ngaku 
Aboriginal Art Gallery and asking us to do so for 
another year. Our thanks go to Margaret and her 
band of weekend volunteers in managing not only 
the Museum but the Visitor Centre and the Gallery 
as well.

We were invited to participate in the “Peeps 
Into the Past” photographic exhibition held by 
the South West Rocks Arts Council on Sunday 
11 August at South West Rocks Surf Club.  The 
day was a resounding success, with a continuous 
stream of visitors. I took along a selection of our 
photographs of South West Rocks over the years. 
 
At the exhibition, I also had some photographs from 
the Argus on the tragic sinking of the Noongah 50 
years ago off Smoky Cape which raised a lot of 
interest.  A memorial service was arranged for 
Sunday 25 August for this event, thanks to Tiana 
Adamson and Corrine Boon, with support from 
the Maritime Union of Australia.  I attended the 
ceremony at the Noongah Memorial, Smoky Cape, 
which was very moving as descendants of some of 
the 21 seamen lost spoke of their experiences and 
feelings. The Museum had a display of photographs 
and newspaper pages at the reception afterwards, 
once again at the South West Rocks Surf Club.  

I put an advertisement on Tank Radio on 
Community Notices for more volunteers which 
was broadcast during August. We have had two 
new volunteers resulting from responses to this ad 

We have had quite a few items, mainly agricultural, 
donated from the estate of John Jeffery whose 
family used to own the historic property Wood 
Hall at Euroka. Wood Hall was one of the earliest 
Post offices on the Macleay and is seen on an 
1880’s map published in the Picturesque Atlas 
of Australasia.  Although it had been some years 
since they had left the property, he had held the 
items always intending them to go to the Museum.  
Thanks to John’s widow Lee for delivering the 
items.

CCTV has been installed with cameras at the front 
and middle of the building, and facing into the 
South Kempsey Park.  Together with our security 
fencing which was installed in late 2017, our 
Museum now can be considered extremely secure 
compared to years gone by.
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Our next children’s open day will be on September 
30 and will have a pirates and nautical theme. Ken 
has built a pirate ship with cannons (firing ping 
pong balls) and many other activities have been 
devised.

The SES had a couple of events to commemorate 
the 70th Anniversary of the 1949 Flood, a launch of 
the 1949 Flood oral histories (we have contributed 
some still photographs) at SES North Street, 
Thursday 22 August 10.30 am and a memorial 
service for the six Flood victims in the Mall near 
the Flood Marker on Tuesday 27 August.

Claire visited the Museum last year researching 
her Emerton ancestors and noticed that we had a 
silver medal her great grandfather had won at the 

Macleay River Historical Society display at South West Rocks August 2019

1888 Kempsey Show for elastic sided boots.  We 
couldn’t find it at the time and she left disappointed.  
However following maintenance on our data base 
by Colin it has come to light and I have emailed 
Claire detailed photos of it.  She replied expressing 
her and the family’s gratitude.

The shelving area in the front of the Museum has 
been rearranged to present our Journals in a display 
and the binders for the spare copies have been 
renewed to tidy up this area. Volunteers involved 
will be consulted on moving the front desk to that 
area. 

Carol has been putting together a Grant Application 
for a new showcase for our Aboriginal exhibition.  
We have a firm quote for the display cabinet. 
Ken and Colin are being involved with the new 
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Photography Report

From June we received 38 requests for research.
Family names included: McKay, Rotta, Barden, 
Lawrence, Marx, Johns, Brest, turner, Cameron, 
Kerrison, Jamieson, Chapman, Scott, Brooks, 
Cronin, Paige, Menger, Reeves, Long, Dunn, 
Burke, Hennessy, Howie, Gill, Thompson, Powick 
and Meredith.

Topics included: Police Stations, Ngamba 
Aboriginal Peoples, old bottles, Aboriginal 
families, Aboriginal families at Rollands Plains, 
Aboriginal skeletons at Crescent Head, Dunghutti 
history, and Old Burnt Bridge. 

Locations were; 40 Lord Street, East Kempsey; 
Lot 162 Belmore River, John Julian’s farm at 
Christmas Creek; 27 Cooper Street, South West 
Rocks; 1 Factory Road, Toorooka; Racecourse 
Headland and sand mining; 262 Marys Bay Road, 
Euroka.

Tonia was seeking information on Beth Mackay 
the proprietor of Allandale who she stayed with 
when her husband got a job in Kempsey.  She was 
very impressed with the completed research which 
drew a lot on our own collection and very little 
on internet resources.  She even received copies 
from the Allandale Guest Registers commenting 
on Beth’s excellent hospitality.

Last year we received a request from Warner 
Bothers, the producers of Who Do Think You 
Are for information a local family however they 
would not let us know who the programme would 
be about.  The secret is now out and a couple of 
weeks ago the programme on Casey Donovan was 
aired. 

We have been adding to our collections of early 
maps, even though we already have some copies 

Research Report

We had donated some wonderful photographs 
of early South West Rocks by Isobel Hermann, 
whose parents ran Snow’s General Store from 
1929 to 1955. Included in the collection were 
photographs of South West Rocks Country 
Women’s Association in early years and hand-
coloured postcards of the 1921 floods in Kempsey 
by the photographer Crombie. Some of these 
were exhibited at the recent “Peeps into the Past” 
photography exhibition.

A reminder to our members and friends, that we do 
accept photographs on loan for copying. With our 
new Flip-Pal scanner, we are capable of scanning 
prints without removing them from photo albums.     

display and it has been suggested we involve the 
local Elders Council as well.  The newly available 
booklet Australian Museums and Galleries 
Association “First Peoples: A Roadmap for 
Enhancing Indigenous Engagement in Museums 
and Galleries” will also be very useful.

the later digital editions appear to be far better than 
some of these.

Some testimonials from recently completed 
research requests:

Dear Phil

Your parcel has arrived and I thank you very much 
for such a comprehensive, interesting and detailed 
search.

Dear Dianne 

Please extend my most sincere thanks to your 
researchers and of course yourself and Phil for the 
information I received which I’m about to share 
around to other North Shore  people and Mitch 
McKay!, The Mort and Co ad was ‘pure gold’ 
as not only does it give the best description of 
“Goolawa” to date but it indicates our suspicion 
that George Reed Jobling returned to  the UK.

Noelle asked for information on a bus accident 
involving her uncle at Kempsey in December 
1989.  Searched Kempsey papers then looked 
up Ryerson index and found it was at Nambucca 
Heads two weeks before Clybucca bus smash.  We 
were able to access details from Sydney Morning 
Herald Archives.

Phil Lee for MRHS Research Manager
26 August 2019



4   MRHS Newsletter, August, 2019

MACLEAY RIVER HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY INC.
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Lachlan Street, South Kempsey.

Postal Address: PO Box 390, Kempsey, 
NSW 2440

Phone: (02) 6562 7572

Email: mrhs5@bigpond.com
www.kempseymuseum.org

 Museum open
10.00am to 4.00pm daily except 
Christmas Day and Good Friday

Finished Art
Gary Marshall

It was with great sadness we learned of the passing 
on 29- May of a dear friend Effie Curnoe at the age 
of 93 years.

Effie and her husband Bob joined the society in the 
1980’s and after Bob died in 1990, Effie continued 
volunteering until well into her 80’s. Effie was 
made a Life Member in 2007.

Even when she was not rostered on, Effie 
would turn up just to catch up with us and make 
her legendary “cuppa” which we all enjoyed. 
None of your common old teabags as she called 
them, Effie carried “proper tea leaves” which 
she produced from her bag together with some 
delicious treat for us to share.

Effie’s incredible local knowledge was such 
an asset as she seemed to know everybody and 
their family history - or knew who to ask if 
she didn’t. And when we couldn’t remember a 
name or an occasion long past, Effie was there 
with her amazing memory to fill us in.

Well done Effie: she is deeply missed by all 
who knew her.

Effie Curnoe in 2014 on her retirement from 
volunteering at Kempsey museum with President 

Phil Lee 

Effie Curnoe Valedictory


